11/16/70 


Dear Paul, 


This tias been a dismal day, with tue sceetro suit blown needlessly and 
ss I dad entiein ted it would be. I uad uoped, in returning, to make s csiao on it 
so tost we could, in tue future, profit flora v.-nat - believe were tue 8 ntici potable 
ni stakes in tuss case, however, I find a letter from —owaru Eoffmen tnat causes me 
dee p concern. I'll prcbfably n- ve to put off tuo memo on tbs suit until after I get 
t&e trsnscrint A atrsdey now, f.-r I must write tais rod sptlogi-e to ur-nsM. 

xj-cv/ard found in tas sin el report v:u:» t I di d not. ue told only one other, 
n a says, end I am eertain ac would not say it. were it no so (although I usve no 
Recollection) , t£at be asked thtt it go no further. There are other items in tnet 
file, from otner sources, also confidential. Tns r.tner person says ue told nobody, 
therefore it -ms t- have c orae from me. and you not only used it but redistributed 
it. four redistribution, if it cams from me, anu it is possible you ex -seined tais 
file wuen you were uere, was against an understanding we rat ccbad a long time ago, 
tuet you would not redistributeeny thing you got from me. Spool finally, there was 
considerable and pointed discussion of Mftcn. 

i his was in s letter y-u did not eend_:ie. ^-owaver, it does indicate 
distribution to ottiers beside Liftcn, from whet _ unfierstend. 

It is possible, trying to share as we do, to forget, iiowever, tue 
character of our correspondence! is something you should not nave forgotten, and 
tnat I want nctning of any kin- 1 coming from me to get to lifton you know and knew. 

I nave not attempted to force my estimate of T.ifton upon you, but y«u nave no sx 
rigat to superimpose your judgement upon mins where I ms involved. Indarenbt of 
me, it is your fight to do ss you please. 

Now Howard wants and is entitled to t house of uis wn work, fou can't 
remove whatever you told Dove end others from tu-cir minds, but'ycu can end I ask you 
t- insist tortt tney make no use of any kind of it, discuss it v.'itu r.otody, sad, witnS 
put rj.ov.ard' s approval, not ev c n use if f^r leads. In tue days wuen scholarship Has 
Honorable and en Honorable pursuit, tais woe accepted and practised. Today much 
of suet is called scnolarsuip is common tai every. Lifton is s conspirueoue example, 
whether you believ- it. or not. ^ nos been careful to aide from, you end some." r.uers 
wuev ne us s not Hidden from, others, ue is, and despite your contrary opinion, incapable 
of genuine Honesty on tuls subject and ho s waged the most persistent ceapeigns of 
defamation fiebrieeted in tueir entirety. Whether it comes from, sickness of something 
less inmocent is irrelevant. It is tue unpleasant fact, and your cHosiag to ignore 
it ki-s not moke it other tu- n factual. 

The comes at e particularly regretatle time. I am aware that, as we all 
xjnsBQf can, you could aave forgotten. If I am not the source, please tell me o~ i 
can toll iiowerd. And if, as I cannot conceive, you forgot my insistence tost I want 
nothing from me toRgo to Lifton, this snould remind you. The feci, is, og youns-ould 
recall, I told you tast 1 ,».ould do my own distributing of my own material and asked 
that you send it to nobody. I depend upon you, if I o:a tue source -.or, i'o. Wj t 
ms ctor. Whoever is) to t»I«e waste ver steps ore possible t-"> protect -oiari and uis 
material. I deplore tue presence eraou . us «!' so Icirga n u-oportiou or irre? joritibles 
one sulf-seakars end tue ti e required, to protect against tanm. “Here some rasitsin a 
relationship with su m characters, they do owe ?n extra obligation to ->t.».er s to be 
cm-.ful. Dne set of p.ppier-macue tress and ^rowndsitoot tunnels is enough, as are two 
overlapping sets on conspiracies in Texas tue ws-k of the assassinHticr-, both involv- 
inf L5D', one Dulles on a tue other Rusic. 



On tue subject of tne c lotting complaint and the government's answer, 
Mary had tnem and returned tnem. I enclose both.. They are my only good copies, 
for my legal-sized caper i s so out of (fate it. makes very poor copies. When you 
have cooied or rread tnem plesse return tnem. Again, no distribution. 

If you will want a copj of tne transcript of today's nearing. I'll 
know how many pages are involved hursday. I nave sent fc'ary the government's 
supplement. I think 1 sent tne original complaint and tue original answer some 
time ago. If not, let me know. 

There is more I'd like to go into, but tnere now is not time. I nave 
an emergency situation vaitfl tne empty swimming pool and a freeze due tonight 
and I nave to await a fire truck that is coming to fill it with water, which 
snould protect tne walls. 


Sincerely, 


Later-pool filled. I don't know how many will want this transcript 
or how many pages it will run. However, if «njt number do, I think the cost could 
be halved at the least, even including postage, if we get a clear copy to you snd 
you use that ms chine whose output everyone but me can read. I’ll be writing several 
others when I can and will let them know. I think it. costs Bud either 6d or 7 rf a 
page. It was a short tearing, so it may be tue cost will not be great at lxl. 

Jim is supposed to send you the rough draft of the spectro complaint, 
not organized, not really reread, rush out because Bud was supposed to get it fast 
ana go over it fast-about 6 mos. ago. Jim has marked it up but he says you'll be 
able to read through his marks, na promised to get it out tomorrow, sc you should 
nave it by the weekend. 

The memos on tne transfer and declassification were helpful, save that 
t -ey weren* t used, even thougn X showed them to Bud this Sj>m., while we awaited the 
hearing, with the marked parts in red and shown individually. I have asked Bob to 
get those things referred to in them, I think three, in all. They are explicit in 
that disclosure is tn le the rule, '.’■'hi ch reminds me of something I'll want not 
disclosed, of which I'll write when I send it. There has been a rather significant 
admission that I was able to retain and I want to be able to reserve its use for 
a special occasion-end it will be important. Meaning also important that it not be 
spread around. I'll put it where I want it. Which means with people 1 can trust not 
to use it and talk about it until this special occasion. . .It may be best to await 
making copies of tue transcript, if anyone want it, until we have the written 
decisiAn which, customarily, the federal attorney drafts for the judge! 



